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The Catcher in the Rye
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first thing you’ll probably want to know is 
where I was born, and what my lousy childhood was like, and how my parents were 
occupied and all before they had me, and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, 
but I don’t feel like going into it, if you want to know the truth. In the first place, that 
stuff bores me, and in  the second place, my parents would have about two hemor-
rhages apiece if i told anything pretty personal about them. They’re quite touchy about 
anything like that, especially my father. They’re nice and all—I’m not saying that—but 
they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, I’m not going to tell you my whole goddam autobi-
ography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first thing you’ll probably want to know is where 

I was born, and what my lousy childhood was like, and how my parents were occupied 

and all before they had me, and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, but I don’t feel like 

going into it, if you want to know the truth. In the first place, that stuff bores me, and in  the 

second place, my parents would have about two hemorrhages apiece if I told anything 

pretty personal about them. They’re quite touchy about anything like that, especially my 

father. They’re nice and all—I’m not saying that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, 

I’m not going to tell you my whole goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first 

thing you’ll probably want to know is where     

I was born, and what my lousy childhood was 

l ike, and how my parents were occupied and 

all before they had me, and all that David 

Copperfield kind of crap, but I don’t feel l ike 

going into it, if you want to know the truth. In 

the first place, that stuff bores me, and in  the 

second place, my parents would have about 

two hemorrhages apiece if I told anything 

pretty personal about them. They’re quite 

touchy about anything like that, especially my 

father. They’re nice and all—I’m not saying 

that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, 

I’m not going to tell you my whole goddam 

autobiography or anything.
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J.D. Salinger
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about i t ,  the f i rst  th ing 

you’ l l  probably want to know is where I  was born,  and 

what my lousy chi ldhood was l ike,  and how my parents 

were occupied and al l  before they had me, and al l  that 

David Copperf ie ld k ind of  crap, but I  don’ t  feel  l ike go -

ing into i t ,  i f  you want to know the truth.  In the f i rst 

p lace, that  stuff  bores me, and in  the second place, 

my parents would have about two hemorrhages apiece 

i f  i  to ld anything pret ty personal  about them. They’re 

qui te touchy about anything l ike that ,  especial ly my 

father.  They’re nice and al l—I’m not saying that—but 

they’re also touchy as hel l .  Besides, I ’m not going to 

te l l  you my whole goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about 

it, the first thing you’ll probably want 

to know is where I was born, and 

what my lousy childhood was like, 

and how my parents were occupied 

and all before they had me, and all 

that David Copperfield kind of crap, 

but I don’t feel like going into it, if 

you want to know the truth. In the 

first place, that stuff bores me, and 

in  the second place, my parents 

would have about two hemorrhages 

apiece if I told anything pretty per-

sonal about them. They’re quite 

touchy about anything like that, es-

pecially my father. They’re nice and 

all—I’m not saying that—but they’re 

also touchy as hell. Besides, I’m not 

going to tell you my whole goddam 

autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about 
it, the first thing you’ll probably want to 
know is where I was born, and what my 
lousy childhood was like, and how my 
parents were occupied and all before 
they had me, and all that David Copper-
field kind of crap, but I don’t feel like go-
ing into it, if you want to know the truth. 
In the first place, that stuff bores me, 
and in  the second place, my parents 
would have about two hemorrhages 
apiece if I told anything pretty personal 
about them. They’re quite touchy about 
anything like that, especially my father. 
They’re nice and all—I’m not saying 
that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Be-
sides, I’m not going to tell you my whole 
goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the 
first thing you’ll probably want to know is 
where I was born, and what my lousy 
childhood was like, and how my parents 
were occupied and all before they had me, 
and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, 
but I don’t feel like going into it, if you want 
to know the truth. In the first place, that 
stuff bores me, and in  the second place, 
my parents would have about two 
hemorrhages apiece if I told anything pretty 
personal about them. They’re quite touchy 
about anything like that, especially my 
father. They’re nice and all—I’m not 
saying that—but they’re also touchy as 
hell. Besides, I’m not going to tell you my 
whole goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to 
hear about it, the first thing 
you’ll probably want to know 
is where I was born, and what 
my lousy childhood was like, 
and how my parents were 
occupied and all before they had me, and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, but I don’t feel like going into it, if you want to know the truth. In the first place, that stuff bores me, and in  the second place, my parents would have about two hemorrhages apiece if I told anything pretty person-al about them. They’re quite touchy about anything like that, especially my father. They’re nice and all—I’m not saying that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, I’m not going to tell you my whole goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first thing 
you’ll probably want to know is where I was born, 
and what my lousy childhood was like, and how 
my parents were occupied and all before they had 
me, and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, but 
I don’t feel like going into it, if you want to know 
the truth. In the first place, that stuff bores me, and 
in  the second place, my parents would have about 
two hemorrhages apiece if I told anything pretty 
personal about them. They’re quite touchy about 
anything like that, especially my father. They’re 
nice and all—I’m not saying that—but they’re also 
touchy as hell. Besides, I’m not going to tell you my 
whole goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about 
it, the first thing you’ll probably want 
to know is where I was born, and what 
my lousy childhood was like, and how 
my parents were occupied and all 
before they had me, and all that 
David Copperfield kind of crap, but 
I don’t feel like going into it, if you 
want to know the truth. In the first 
place, that stuff bores me, and in  the 
second place, my parents would have 
about two hemorrhages apiece if I told 
anything pretty personal about them. 
They’re quite touchy about anything 
like that, especially my father. They’re 
nice and all—I’m not saying that—but 
they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, 
I’m not going to tell you my whole 
goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first thing 

you’ll probably want to know is where I was born, 

and what my lousy childhood was like, and how my 

parents were occupied and all before they had me, 

and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, but 

I don’t feel like going into it, if you want to know 

the truth. In the first place, that stuff bores me, and 
in  the second place, my parents would have about 
two hemorrhages apiece if I told anything pretty 
personal about them. They’re quite touchy about 
anything like that, especially my father. They’re 
nice and all—I’m not saying that—but they’re also 
touchy as hell. Besides, I’m not going to tell you 
my whole goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first thing you’ll 

probably want to know is where I was born, and what my 

lousy childhood was like, and how my parents were occupied and 

all before they had me, and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, 

but I don’t feel like going into it, if you want to know the truth. 

In the first place, that stuff bores me, and in  the second place, 

my parents would have about two hemorrhages apiece if I told 

anything pretty personal about them. They’re quite touchy about 

anything like that, especially my father. They’re nice and all—I’m 

not saying that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, I’m not 

going to tell you my whole goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first thing 
you’ll probably want to know is where I was born, and 
what my lousy childhood was like, and how my parents 
were occupied and all before they had me, and all that 
David Copperfield kind of crap, but I don’t feel like 
going into it, if you want to know the truth. In the first 
place, that stuff bores me, and in  the second place, my 
parents would have about two hemorrhages apiece if I 
told anything pretty personal about them. They’re quite 
touchy about anything like that, especially my father. 
They’re nice and all—I’m not saying that—but they’re 
also touchy as hell. Besides, I’m not going to tell you 
my whole goddam autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first thing 

you’ll probably want to know is where I was born, and 

what my lousy childhood was like, and how my parents 

were occupied and all before they had me, and all that 

David Copperfield kind of crap, but I don’t feel like 

going into it, if you want to know the truth. 

In the first place, that stuff bores me, and in the 

second place, my parents would have about two 

hemorrhages apiece if I told anything pretty personal 

about them. They’re quite touchy about anything like 

that, especially my father. They’re nice and all—I’m not 

saying that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, 

I’m not going to tell you my whole goddam 

autobiography or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, 

the first thing you’ll probably want to 

know is where I was born, and what my 

lousy childhood was like, and how my 

parents were occupied and all before they 

had me, and all that David Copperfield 

kind of crap, but I don’t feel like going 

into it, if you want to know the truth.

In the first place, that stuff bores me, 

and in the second place, my parents 

would have about two hemorrhages 

apiece if I told anything pretty personal 

about them. They’re quite touchy about 

anything like that, especially my father. 

They’re nice and all—I’m not saying that 

—but they’re also touchy as hell.

Besides, I’m not going to tell you my 

whole goddam autobiography or anything.

Little, Brown books, 

New York / Boston

ISBN 0–316–76948–7
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first 
thing you’ll probably want to know is where I was 
born, and what my lousy childhood was like, and 
how my parents were occupied and all before they 
had me, and all that David Copperfield kind of 
crap, but I don’t feel like going into it, if you want 
to know the truth. In the first place, that stuff 
bores me, and in the second place, my parents 
would have about two hemorrhages apiece if I 
told anything pretty personal about them. They’re 
quite touchy about anything like that, especially 
my father. They’re nice and all—I’m not saying 
that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, I’m 
not going to tell you my whole goddam autobio- 
graphy or anything.
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first thing you’ll probably

want to know is where I was born, and what my lousy childhood was

like, and how my parents were occupied and all before they had me,

and all that David Copperfield kind of crap, but I don’t feel like going

into it, if you want to know the truth. In the first place, that stuff bores

me, and in the second place, my parents would have about two 

hemorrhages apiece if I told anything pretty personal about them. They’re

quite touchy about anything like that, especially my father. They’re nice

and all—I’m not saying that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides,

I’m not going to tell you my whole goddam autobiography or anything.
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